2 together have ensured that this text will be the foundation for lectures on the history of slavery in these regions, as well as the departure point for integrating the latest research.
The first half of the text traces the institution of slavery in Latin America and the Caribbean from its intellectual and legal precedents in Europe and Africa to its final demise in the Guyanas and Brazil in the 1800s. The first chapter walks the reader from antiquity through the Middle Ages and into the Iberian sugar plantation slave systems in Madeira, the Azores, and São Tomé. This chapter serves both world historians and Latin Americanists by situating Iberia into the longer chronology of slavery while still emphasizing the uniqueness of what will be 'New World' or American slavery. The subsequent five chapters follow the institution's various rises and falls. The second edition does adhere to the first edition's style by not following the simple chronological framework. Rather, a regional/chronological framework allows for the authors to situate each area into its own setting: 1500s Latin America and the Caribbean, 1600s and 1700s Caribbean, 1700s Mainland, 1800s Caribbean, 1800s Brazil and Guyanas. This is not to say that the authors attempt to isolate any of these regions or time periods. Throughout these sections, the authors continuously remind the readers of global developments shaping slavery in the Americas: imperial conflicts, commodity prices, the French and Haitian Revolutions, the abolitionist surges, the wars for independence. In fact, the authors utilize these events to discuss local and regional comparisons and differences, such as how the Haitian Revolution and rising commodity prices influenced harsher slave regulations and the expansion of slavery in Cuba, Jamaica, and Bahia and Rio de Janeiro in Brazil. Klein and Vinson repeatedly stress the variations in slavery not only just between these regions but also between the rural and the urban, the plantation and the independent farmstead, the extractive industries and the local economies, auxiliary slavery and mass slavery. Consequently, instructors should be more than able to discuss 3 slavery in three or four regions, explain how certain global events impacted those regions, and provide extra material on the minutiae of slavery throughout Latin America and the Caribbean.
Chapters 6 through 8 examine the institution of slavery in terms of its migration and demography, the slave community, and slave resistance. Some of the most vivid material for world and Latin Americanist instructors derives from Chapters 7 and 8, for these chapters reflect the flourishing scholarship on the lives of slaves. In these two chapters, the authors incorporate One of the most important resources for the instructor is the primary source, the tool which allows the students to read directly into the history of a certain subject. One of the drawbacks to survey texts is that they do not always direct the reader to such resources, and the America (2011) . From these two volumes, the instructor will be able to pull a substantial selection of primary sources concerning religious confraternities, slave resistance, and Afro-Latin American rituals. With these various publications, no instructor should have to suffer from a lack of primary sources.
There is still the drawback that faces many of these survey texts, the absence of Gertrudis was ultimately found guilty not just for her act of blasphemy but also for her calculated strategy of blaspheming to end the punishment. Bristol even acknowledges that Gertrudis's strategy appears to have backfired (pages 126-132). As with any survey text, the instructor must always be certain that s/he is utilizing a complete example or case study without unintentionally distorting an historical act or subject or the historian's original argument.
If a text emerges which seeks to replace Klein and Vinson's, it will have to find some way to surpass the rigorous and extensive research which these two master historians invested into their comprehensive work. Due to its volume of material, its comparative nature, its broad range as a useful supplemental text for instructors, and its place as the resource for the history of slavery in the Americas, African Slavery in Latin America and the Caribbean will remain the definitive text for some years.
